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Security Council Historical 
Crisis Committee 



Topic A: Korean War 

Topic B: U.S. and Afghanistan War 

 

I.              Committee information  

Security Council Historical Crisis is not an actual committee wield in the United Nations. 

Nevertheless, it covers international critical situations that happened since the UN creation 

in 1945, but this time with a pinch of flavor. Besides representing a country, the delegate 

has to figure his/her way through unexpected turns applied by the chair.  

This committee gets delegates ready and on their feet to think of solutions for the 

problem in hand set in a historical timeline. They are transported to historical conflicts on 

the 20th century and learn to adapt to the law and use it to their advantage. Being placed in 

a historical period, the sands of power change swiftly, as well as alliances and under the 

table treaties.  

 

 II. Quorum 

1. Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea 

2. Federal Republic of Germany 

3. French Republic 

4. Italian Republic 

5. Republic of Korea 

6. Republic of Poland 

7. Republic of South Africa 

 

8. Russian Federation 

9. Swiss Confederation 

10. The Commonwealth of Australia  

11. The Islamic Republic of Iran 

12. The Islamic State of Afghanistan  

13. The People’s Republic of China 

14. United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Island 

15. United States of America 



Topic A: Korean War 

 

1. Brief Information of the Topic 

The Korean War was a war between South Korea and North Korea which began when 

North Korea invaded the South on June 25th, 1950. This war was a result of the cold war 

tension between the nations of the United States and the Soviet Union. After the second 

World War, Korea was divided in two with a border set in the 38th parallel, United states 

occupied South Korea while the Soviet Union occupied the North. All the different ideas, 

beliefs, and the growing tension between strong ideologies and their propagation turned a 

conflict into a war.  

 

2.  SDGs 

1. Decent Work and Economic Growth (Number 8) 

Due to the entrance to the international market, the economy raised potentially because 

of the industry influence, resulting in new job opportunities for the Korean people.  

2. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure (Number 9)  

The United States was the main provider for the reconstruction of the shattered South 

Korea after the war. With this shown interest by an external nations-state, Korea could 

eventually go back to normality. By being introduced to the rest of the world, it entered 

the international system, formed relationships, resulting in the entrance of external 

industry into the country, giving the capacity to flourish into a technological age.  

 

 



3. Sustainable Cities and Communities (Number 11)  
The main goal of the action plans applied was to turn both North and South Korea 

sovereign States with the capacity of ruling its people by themselves. This was thought 

to happen with the long-lasting help offered by different countries of the partnership. 

4. Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions (Number 16) 

Reflected in the Korean Armistice Agreement because both sides chose to end the war 

due to their mutual respect for their people and their country.  

5. Partnerships for the Goals (Number 17)  

Reflected on the support that The United States gave South Korea in the war, as well as 

the support the Soviet Union gave to the soldiers in the North. Both nations backed up 

with world powers worked for the ultimate goal which was to win the war to 

demonstrate the lengths the world powers could go to ensure their ideology 

supremacy.   

 

3. Guiding Questions 

1. Which was the attribution to the conflict? Troops or services? 

2. In which way did the delegation contributed to the resolution of the problem?  

3. Did the delegation act according to the UN Charter, following each and every article?  

4. Did the delegation make any treaties or agreements in support of any of the two parties? 

5. Was the delegation in any way affected socially, economically, or commercially by the 

war?  
 

 

 



4. Integrative Test 

v Geographical Frame    

 

The main geographical areas that are directly involved in the Korean War are Asia, 

America and Europe. South Korea counted with the help of the United States troops, as 

well as the United Kingdom, Turkey, Canada, Australia, France, Greece, Colombia, 

Thailand, Ethiopia, Netherlands, Philippines, Belgium, South Africa, New Zealand and 

Luxembourg. Also, were countries that, even without sending troops, supported the 

southern side sending medical support to India, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Italy, for 

all affected citizens.    

The appearance by Colombia was under the government of Mariano Ospina Pérez 

(1946-1950). The United States sought the support of Latin America to face communism, 

they were willing to help completely but at this time, the country barely supported itself, 

like many other countries in Latin America, however, the United States gave whatever it 

took to get their participation.    

The army of North Korea was supported by the Chinese army (more than one 

million soldiers), and both had material help from the Soviet Union. Mexico, Guatemala, 

Nicaragua, Taiwan, Dominican Republic, Germany, Lebanon, Liberia, Monaco, Myanmar, 

Venezuela, Vietnam, Bolivia, Brazil, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Syria, Argentina, Iceland, 



Haiti, Ecuador, El Salvador, Austria, Honduras, Uruguay, Iran, Israel, Egypt, 

Indonesia, Japan, Jamaica, Chile, Cambodia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Panama, Paraguay, 

Pakistan, Peru and Hungary were countries that sent material help for both sides of Korea. 

Later, there were countries such as the Vatican, Liechtenstein, Spain, Ireland, Iraq and 

Portugal that participated in the reconstruction work.  

 

v Temporal and Historical Framework      

The Korean War was originated in the contemporary age. The war in Korea is still in effect 

to this day. It was the first war in which the United Nations was involved, but due to the 

difference in ideologies, it was impossible for them to agree. 

In 1945, at the end of World War II, Korea, which had been a possession of Japan, 

was divided by the parallel 38th in two countries with two opposing ideologies: North 

Korea supported by the Soviet Union and South Korea whose main source of funding was 

the United States. Each country wanted to reunify under its own regime. 

In November 1947, the General Assembly of the United Nations agreed to elect a 

provisional government for both countries. The Soviet Union opposed, while the United 

Nations continued to support South Korea. North Korea was the first to invade South 

Korea, so the UN supported South Korea as North Korea was sanctioned by an “act of 

war”. The United States together with the countries they supported would pay a high price, 

cutting gasoline exports, diesel or other petroleum products, including export to North 

Korea in industrial equipment, machinery among others. In summary, total economic 

blockade.  

In 1948, South Korea elected a national assembly, which had the objective of 

establishing a government for the two Koreas. The Korean peninsula was the 



target since the beginning of the 20th century of the foreign invasion, especially the 

Japanese, which had annexed the peninsula to its territory in 1910. 

 

v Actors Involved and Their Typology     

• Government. Public 

• National Assembly. Private 

• Religion. Private 

• Society. Public 

 

v Power Relations and Strategic Alliances 

 In the outburst of war, the United States of America gave its support to South Korea 

because President Truman wanted to contain communism and prevent what he believed 

was the domino effect. This strategic alliance, between the U.S. and South Korea, was the 

result of the appeal South Korea made to the United Nations, when North Korea was 

invading. Due to this appeal, the Security Council of the United Nations asked North Korea 

to withdraw its troops, but was ignored. As a result, other capitalist countries –such as the 

United Kingdom and Canada– were sent to help South Korea. North Korea, soon had 

communist China as its ally as well, because when in war, South forces captured the Yalu 

River which was the border with China. The Chinese saw this as a war threat and a liability, 

and joined the North forces. This alliance between China and North Korea was a well 

thought allegiance to celebrate the communist party. Both communist nations defended not 

only their power, but showed off how far their beliefs could go. Each Korea was backed up 

with their ideology and supported by nations who shared the same one. People soon started 



talking about a third world war. All the nations contributed to the power stand each 

Korea was taking and made the conflict take an unexpected turn to ensure ideology 

supremacy, instead of a simple conflict of interests that first began the war. 

  

v Ideologies Involved 

Communism and Capitalism were the ideologies that were involved in the Korean War. 

North Korea took a sniff of what implementing communism really meant; the State would 

take over the economy-based decisions, ownership of private property like factories, and 

businesses would go to the State, as well as, communal agricultural lands and products. The 

State would soon be led by a family dynasty who based their whole government on self-

sufficiency philosophy. These ideas matched with other nations like China, which is why it 

was easy for them to become instant allies. This contrasted really differently from South 

Korea, which soon became an economic force to be reckoned with due to the capitalist 

system. Following in the U.S. footsteps, the government ensured private property, as well 

as commercial freedom on what to produce, what to sell, and where to invest. 

Both ideologies contrast each other in a very clear way. It was in this wide range of 

different opinions and conflicts of interests that made the Korean war escalate. Not only 

was there a war for territory and supremacy, but there was a confrontation of different 

societies who wanted to live differently, be ruled differently, and prosper differently. 

 

v Economic and Commercial Aspects 

Economic and commercial aspects about the Korean War go back to when Japan had Korea 

as a colony. Japan invested in Korea to modernize their everyday life with machinery,  



infrastructure, and industrialization in rice production. But all those improvements 

were primarily for the Japanese’s benefit. Many resources that could be traded or sold were 

only used by Japan. Korea started to depend on Japan’s capital for economic well-being. 

This modernization and constant inflow of Japanese capital pushed Korea to start growing 

economically; but this dependency made it easier for the United States and Soviet Union to 

occupy the Koreas after World War II, because of their lack of self-sufficiency and the need 

of foreign capital, thus giving the grounds for the Korean War. 

  

v Legal Aspects 

1. United Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea 

(UNCURK) (1950) 

The UNCURK was established to get an independent democratic government to all 

Korea. Some Members were Belgium, Colombia, France, South Africa, Italy, Iran, 

India and Turkey.   

2. Korean Armistice Agreement (1953) 

The armistice formally signed to end the war in Korea. Both Koreas agreed to stay 

separated and occupied almost the same quantity of national territory they had 

before the war.  

3. Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission (1953) 

It was established in the Korean Armistice Agreement and its duty was to regulate 

the relationships between North and South Korea. These countries were Sweden, 

Switzerland and Poland.  

 

 



      4.  Geneva Political Conference (1954)  
This conference was held in Berlin. Representatives from the United States, China,  
the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, France, South Korea and North Korea 

joined to accomplish a plan to reunite Korea and end all type of violence regarding 

the conflict. The main contributors of the position paper were the United States and 

South Korea.  

       5.  South-North Korean Joint Communique (1972) 

This international agreement involving South Korea and North Korea has an 

objective to seek a future unification between nations, emphasizing on the fact that 

any external power shouldn’t intervene to make it happen; it is an internal manner.    

 

v Sociocultural Aspects 

Also known as “The Forgotten War” was another example of a fight between ideologies. 

Differentiating this one in particular, it adopted that name due to the lack of media coverage 

and over all international civilians’ attention. Addressing what is previously mentioned, due 

to the effects of intangible power, every country never doubted to intervene in any way in 

this conflict. Because most of the UN member-states agreed with capitalism, being one of 

the most powerful members the capitalism representation, everyone wanted to stop the 

spreading of the contrary ideology, communism.  

    For North Korean citizens, it turned out to be the greatest disgrace. North Korea was 

devastated due to the American bombings and most of the war was fought up North. More 

than 25 percent of the population was dead and children even remembered the conflict as 

horrific as the Holocaust. (Cummings, 2018)  
 



v Background analysis of the represented committee 

After the invasion of South Korea, twenty-one member-states of the United Nations 

decided to support it even though it was not a member. Sixteen nations sent fighting units 

and five contributed with military hospitals and battlefield ambulances. The largest 

provider was the United States of America, followed by Australia. The United Nations 

Command (UNC) supplied the core military and strategic direction to form an anti-

communist effort in Korea. After three years of conflict, on July 27th, 1953, the armistice 

was signed. One of the signatures was from William K. Harrison Jr., the UN Command 

representative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Topic B: U.S. - Afghanistan War 

 

1.  Brief Information of the Topic 

This war came as a result of the United States invading Afghanistan. Following the 9/11 

attacks in 2001, President George Bush blamed Al-Qaeda’s leader Osama bin Laden for the 

attacks and retaliated. This war is still ongoing due to the constant fights between the U.S. 

and the Northern Alliance (Iran, India, Turkey, Tajikistan, Russia, Uzbekistan and 

Turkmenistan) with the remaining members of the Taliban. 

 

2.  SDGs 

1. Good Health and Wellbeing (Number 3) 

The partnership between nations guaranteed the well-being of Afghans with programs 

organized by other countries and the United Nations that targeted different problems 

like sanity, security, reconstruction of cities, food supply, shelter, medical services, etc. 

Afghans had the opportunity to finally start living with dignity.  

2. Sustainable Cities and Communities (Number 11) 

The UN, with the help of its members, formulated a series of action plans, previously 

mentioned –like the Bonn Conference–, in order to rescue Afghanistan and teach 

national authorities to regulate themselves in a sovereign way. 

3. Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions (Number 16)  

The UN, following its main principle of peace, acted quickly and correctly to stop the 

spreading of terrorism, joining every interested country into a common goal: help the 

other   



4. Partnerships for the Goals (Number 17)  
It’s important to emphasize the fact that there was an international willingness to end 

the conflict and any other illegitimate acts. Countries from all over the world united to 

raise most administration aspects for Afghanistan.  

 

3.  Guiding Questions 

1. Was the delegation aware of the citizens situation in the armed conflict? 

2. Did the delegation side with any of the belligerent parts? 

3. Did the delegation support the war with economic aid or weapons of any kind? 

4. Was the delegation benefited or affected by the war either economically, socially, or 

politically?  

5. Does the delegation agree with the military tactics used by the United States? 

   

4.  Integrative Test 

v Geographical Frame  

 

The Afghanistan war focuses on the territory of Afghanistan and northeastern Pakistan. 

Iraq, Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, Philippines, Somalia, Turkey, Nigeria, Yemen, and 



Syria contain 75% of terrorism in the world (BBC News, 2017). The countries that 

are directly involved are the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Italy, 

Canada, Turkey, Spain, Poland, Romania, Australia, Afghanistan and Pakistan.  

 

v Temporal and Historical Framework    

Islamic terrorism was the main cause. In 1978, the military coup that brought a group of 

young leftist officers to power and established a communist regime led by Mohamed 

Taraki, marked the beginning of the recent tragedy in this country. 

Cases of terrorism before the Afghanistan war: 

1830: The Thag, a non-Governmental Organization, is one of the most fearsome of all 

times for having seized 200, 000 people throughout its history.  

1950-1960: The Ku Klux Klan resurged. Originally founded in 1866 as a club for 

confederate veterans commanding by Nathan Bedford F. The organization grew from a 

social society into a violent white supremacist one. Resurgence in the 1950s and 1960s 

during the civil rights movement, members of The Ku Klux Klan were motivated by 

multiple factors, for example, to preserve segregation because in 1870 the Ku Klux Klan 

vanished thanks to the segregation laws approved.   

1955: Bombing in the Plaza de Mayo, also known as the massacre of the Plaza de Mayo, 

occurred on May 16th in Buenos Aires, Argentina.      

1970: On October 15th, Aeroflot Flight 244 was hijacked by two Lithuanian nationalists, 

causing deaths and injuries. It is known as the first air hijacking.    

1973: On December 20th, the prime minister, Luis Carrero Blanco, is killed in Madrid by 

the terrorist organization ETA.   

    



1979: On November 4th, the hostage crisis in Iran took place.  
1995: Terrorism in Oklahoma. 

2001: On the morning of Tuesday, September 11th, 2001, were a series of four coordinated 

terrorist attacks by the Islamic terrorist group Al-Qaeda against the United States. The 

attacks killed 2,996 people, injured over 6,000 others, and caused at least $10 billion in 

infrastructure and property damage (Lucero, 2019). Additional, people died of 9/11 related 

cancer and respiratory diseases in the months and years following the attacks. From 2001 to 

2019 have been the most shocking terrorist attacks in the world; the United States, Paris 

and the United Kingdom have supported the biggest attacks. Today, the attacks continue to 

appear around the world, being one of the most heard news today. 

   

v Actors Involved and their Typology 

• Government. Public  

• Society. Public  

• United Nations. International Organization 

 

v Power Relations and Strategic Alliances 

The U.S. Afghanistan war followed the US invasion to Afghanistan as a retaliation for the 

attack, in order to show that they would fight the war on terrorism and not just sit still. The 

United States made a strategic alliance with the Northern Alliance, who were the Afghan 

opposition and were already fighting against the Taliban. The Taliban took over 

Afghanistan and were the ones that let groups like Al-Qaeda set up training facilities.  



The UK soon joined in and allied itself with the American forces, as well as Canada, 

Australia and Germany.    

v Ideologies Involved 

The religion of Islam and the American liberalism are the ones that were called upon in the 

war. Participants of the Taliban and Al-Qaeda practice the Sunni Islam; these groups in 

particular are categorized as Islamic extremists. Sunni Islam is one of the main branches of 

Islam and its origin takes place in the seventh century with the death of the prophet 

Mohammed. The religious sectarianism that the Al-Qaeda members possessed and the 

radicalization of their religion, led them to the justification of their actions in the 9/11 

attack, thus starting the war. 

On the other hand, the American liberalism searches for the preservation of social 

and civil rights, as well as social liberties and equal justice. It is the combination of 

economic liberalism and libertarianism which gave the U.S. the motive to retaliate, 

convincing the people that they had to because of traditional American values that the 

government said were being denied, thus justifying the war on the American side.   

 

v Economic and Commercial Aspects 

The economic aspects of the war can be measured in costs. The war has cost the United 

States $975 billion USD and is expected to increase. (Amadeo, 2019). 

This war has setback significant economic developments. The U.S. federal spending 

instead of war purposes could have created over 1.4 million jobs if the money had been 

invested differently (Watson Institute, 2019).  Meanwhile, Afghanistan due to the war has a 

shrinking economy and escalating insurgency bringing uprisings and active revolts. The 

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the United States of America are working 



together on a strong bilateral partnership which includes agreements like the BSA, 

SPA and the MNNA. Each one mentioning their respective economic and political 

commitments.  

Commercial aspects of the agreements are focused on financial support in civilian 

assistance and the increase on the respect of human rights, as well as creating an export-

oriented trade strategy. 

 

v Legal Aspects 

1. Common 2 and 3 Articles of The Four Geneva Conventions (1949) 

Rules that apply only in armed conflict or war situations for the protection of any 

type of generated victims. Specifically, Third and Fourth Conventions cover the 

treatment of prisoners of war and protection of civilians during this time.  

2. Bonn Agreement (2001) 

The initial agreement to create a common front of empathy and collaboration 

worldwide to reconstruct Afghanistan after the U.S. invasion.  

3. Tokyo Conference (2002) 

Officially named as International Conference on Reconstruction Assistance to 

Afghanistan. It followed the Bonn agreement, establishing an official action plan.  

4. The Berlin Declaration (2004) 

Enforcing the Bonn Agreement plans, this declaration focuses more into the 

reintegration of political systems.  

5. The Afghanistan Compact (2006) 

It targets the coordination of Afghan presidential elections, security and human 

rights department.  



6. Declaration of the International Conference in Support of Afghanistan 

(2008)  
This in particular involves directly France, the UN and Afghanistan as them being 

the issuers of the declaration. It functions as an international action plan of 

the Afghanistan National Development Strategy (ANDS), developed by the UN.  

7. London Conference (2010) 

Summing up from every action plan previously mentioned, a compilation regarding 

security, internal law, human rights, etc.  

8. Kabul Conference (2010) 

The confirmation of the London Conference. An acceptance of the previous treaty 

from Afghanistan presenting their commitment, willingness to change, and their 

internal plans.  

9. Bonn Conference (2011) 

Taking it initial plans and initiatives, the official action plan followed by both, the 

contributing countries and Afghanistan. It involves means like security, 

government, economics, human rights, etc. Every aspect in which Afghanistan was 

damaged its included for its recreation.  

 

v Sociocultural Aspects 

This war was one of the most traumatic decades of all. The main reason is that it was 

fought to push back illegitimate extremist forces that had a whole country under their rule 

and did not care to use and cause a gigantic amount of violence to get whatever they 

wanted. It was a war between the world against terrorism. None of the representatives of 

each country involved thought it was going to be that hard to eradicate Al-Qaeda.  



As the UK and the USA, members of NATO, sent more forces to 

Afghanistan to try to dissolve that extremist group; citizens from the respective countries 

started to disagree with the launching of those soldiers fighting an unwinnable war. This 

willingness of the UN and its members to save Afghanistan generated an international 

discontent. On the battlefield, soldiers had to face horrific casualties, hostage situations and 

civil massacres while they were fearing for their own life. In fact,  

84 percent said they had received mortar or rocket fire, 66 percent said they had 

been shot at, 58 percent said they had been attacked or ambushed, 43 percent said 

they knew someone who had been seriously injured or killed, and 39 percent said 

they had seen dead bodies (Tull, 2019).  

As a result, most veterans suffer from depression and PTSD.  

Afghan people suffered the most. They were damaged by both Taliban forces and 

foreign forces. Its recorded that in 2009, two-thirds of Afghans suffered from mental health 

problems. Until now, 47,000 people have been killed in the Afghanistan war. More than 

38,000 of those killed have been civilians. (Brown University, 2018) 

 

v Background Analysis of the Represented Committee  

On September 12th, the Secretary General and the Security Council formulated resolutions 

on the previous attack in the United States and condemned the acts of terrorism, and called 

every member to “cooperate” and bring to justice the perpetrators and everyone involved in 

it. Also, it stated its readiness to combat in any necessary mean the worldwide terrorism.  

Later on, the Security Council authorized the United States to overthrow the Taliban 

government, as an act to eradicate Al-Qaeda group residing in Afghanistan.  



As well, it authorized that nation and other NATO member-states to form the 

International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to provide military support to the imposed 

provisional government. Finally, early in 2002, the UN created the United Nations 

Assistance Mission for Afghanistan (UNAMA) to take care of all the humanitarian aspects 

violated due to the conflict.  
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